
PAW SEASONS
Regular grooming is extremely important for your canine 
friend. Here are just some of the benefits:

l Aerates the coat and 
ensures healthy growth.

l Promotes good blood 
circulation.

l Grooming helps to keep 
grease levels down.

l	 Reduces odours.
l Reduces skin complaints.
l Keeps coat manageable 

and in a healthy good 
looking condition.

l Prevents the coat from 
matting.

l Grooming helps dog and 
owner to relax and build 
up a close bond.

l Improves handling and 
obedience.

l Improves social 
interaction.

l Aids health checking.
l Regular grooming can 

detect early anomalies in 
your pet’s health which 
could prolong life and 
save on vet’s bills.

Grooming Salon

Ectoparisites
An ectoparasite is a parasite that lives on the 
outside of a dog’s body and there are many 
varieties, but the common species are:

Veterinary Medications Regulations 2009
Restricts the use of production, sale and use of medications 
used in the treatment of animals.

Animal Welfare Act 2006  
(updated 2010)

How to recognise if these critters may be present: 
l Itchy skin – from the occasional scratch to extreme itching 

and self-mutilation.
l Noticeable dirt in hair.
l Clinical signs - Hair loss, red spots, pustules, scales, crusts 

and inflamed sore areas of skin.
l Bacteria can grow on affected skin and cause secondary 

bacterial infection.
l Some animals can become generally unwell.
l Ticks are the exception as they are very obvious once filled 

with blood.

The best treatment:
l Quality spot-on treatments.
l A recognised shampoo is a good first attack on large 

numbers of visible fleas, However shampoos are only 
effective for a day or less!

l Flea collars, shampoos, powders and sprays are no longer 
recommended.

l Treatment of the dog’s environment (house, car, grooming 
equipment etc) is very important and treatment should be 
continued over a period of at least 3 months.

l Ticks should  be removed individually with a tick remover, 
taking care that the mouthparts are removed to avoid 
causing a nasty skin reaction.

l If symptoms persist speak to your vet.
l Any animal showing evidence of fleas in the grooming 

salon must be removed immediately and can only return 
following successful treatment.

Flea            Mite              Tick               Louise        Red Mite

Needs Salon Provision

A suitable environment
Suitable cages, ventilation, 

heating, bedding

A suitable diet
Fresh water available at all 

times

To exhibit normal behaviour 
patterns

Toilet breaks, space to move

To be housed with, or apart 
from, other animals

Individual cages, tables

To be protected from pain, 
injury, suffering & disease

Safe handling, clean 
salon to avoid cross 

contamination, clean PAT 
tested equipment

Grooming Salon
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For general health checking, run your hands over every part of 
the dogs body to check for lumps, lesions and bumps. Examine 
the skin top to toe, stomach, armpits and under the tail for any 
cuts, scratches, inflammation, hot spots, parasites, dandruff etc. 
Note any signs of discomfort and listen to the chest for wheezing.



The Animal Welfare Act 

states that an animal 
should be kept free 
from pain, suffering and 
disease. One of the best 
ways to do this is by taking 
preventative measures and 
by administering first aid. 

First Aid 
In emergency situations: 
l First ensure the safety of yourself and others. Keep 

calm and assess the situation before acting. Injured 
animals are frightened and in pain and may try to bite 
so take precautions such as a gentle muzzle (unless 
injury to nose, skull or muzzle). 

l Phone your vet. Even if a vet is not available the staff 
may be able to suggest immediate action you can take.   
Carefully put a lead on the dog if possible. 

l Maintain the airway by stretching out the neck carefully 
and removing anything from the mouth. 

l Never give human medicines to a dog, as many will 
do more harm than good. Do not offer food or drink in 
case anaesthetic is needed. 

l Carefully transport the animal to the vet either by 
walking if possible or by carrier / vehicle. 

Basic resuscitation: 
Put the animal on their side. Check that breathing has 
definitely stopped (hold a wisp of fur to the nostrils) 

Open the mouth, pull the tongue forwards and check for 
obstructions, such as blood. Be careful not to get bitten 
when removing any material. 

If breathing does not start, extend the head (nose pointing 
forwards). Hold the mouth closed and blow into the nose 
about 20 times a minute. If you cannot feel a heartbeat, 
push on the chest just behind the front legs every second. 
Give two breaths into the nose for every 15 compressions 
of the chest. If this is unsuccessful after three minutes, 
recovery is unlikely. 

Bleeding: 
Apply direct pressure using finger or hand and put on a 
tight (non-adhesive) bandage. Improvise with a towel or 
clothing if necessary. If blood is seeping through, apply 
another tight layer. Only use a tourniquet as a last resort 
and never leave on for more than 30 minutes. For places 
you cannot bandage, press a pad firmly onto the wound 
and hold in place and get to the vet straight away. Apply 
pressure to pressure points. When bandaging limbs, the 

foot should be included or it may swell up. Never leave a 
bandage on for more than 24 hours. 

Heat stroke: 
If on hot day your dog is panting heavily and is distressed, 
and especially if the dog is short nosed (eg a boxer), 
overweight or has been playing or exercising, think 
heatstroke! Put the dog somewhere cool, preferably in a 
draught. Wet the coat with wet blankets and towels. You 
can offer a small amount of water but do not immerse the 
patient in cold water as this can cause shock. 

Fits: 
If your dog is having a fit, do not try to hold or comfort the 
dog, as this provides stimulation, which may prolong the 
fit. Darken the room, reduce noise and clear the mouth if 
necessary. Remove items, especially anything electrical, 
away from the dog so they cannot cause injury. Pad 
furniture with cushions. If the fit lasts longer than 5 minutes 
call the vet. Stay calm. 

Eye injuries: 
Swollen eyelids are often the result of allergic reactions 
from products used or foreign bodies i.e. hair. Prevent 
rubbing by putting on an Elizabethan collar. Rinse the eye 
with copious amounts of saline solution (can be made by 
dissolving a teaspoon of household salt in a pint of clean 
water) or alternatively simple water. Corneal injuries are 
often the result of scratches, bites and foreign bodies. 
Flushing the eye is best. Prevent rubbing.


